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South Carolinians Speak Out on Education 
Project Overview 
 Revisions to the Education Accountability Act of 1998 (EAA) were enacted in June 2008. 
Within the law, the South Carolina General Assembly charged the Education Oversight 
Committee (EOC) with specific responsibilities in refining and revising the state’s educational 
assessment and accountability systems. Those duties included, among others, the direction to "to 
work with the State Board of Education and a broad-based group of stakeholders, including, but 
not limited to, parents, business and industry persons, community leaders and educators" to 
"determine the criteria for and establish five academic performance ratings of excellent, good, 
average, below average, and school/district at-risk" (Section 59-18-900 B). This project offered 
South Carolinians an opportunity to engage in the definition of their aspirations for public schools 
and students. This process is to be repeated every five years beginning 2013.  
 Clemson University responded to EOC’s call for support in carrying out the engagement 
project in an unprecedented collaboration among three of its five colleges; the College of 
Business and Behavioral Sciences, the College of Engineering Sciences, and the College of 
Health, Education & Human Development. Faculty, from Sociology, Computer Sciences, and 
Educational Leadership, Counseling Education, and Human & Organizational Development, 
developed electronic phone and web surveys and held 11 focus groups across the state.  
 
 Over 6500 South Carolinians participated in the engagement project from November 2008 
through May 2009. Without question, this engagement project was influenced by the economic 
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conditions of the state as well as ongoing deliberations in the media, General Assembly, 
Governors Office, and US Congress. The results of this project show that South Carolinians are 
concerned about their schools, the future of public school students, and hold high expectations for 
both. This report focuses on four findings: 
• All four groups of stakeholders share high expectations for schools and students. 
• Stakeholders differ in views about achieving those expectations.  
• Many South Carolinians are not familiar with educational trends regionally or nationally.  
• South Carolinians expressed lack of awareness concerning achievement gaps among 
student groups.  
Processes 
 The project proceeded in three phases: (a) survey development, (b) survey administration 
and (c) survey analysis and interpretation. Two kinds of surveys provided the data collection 
vehicles; phone interviews and web surveys. Focus groups served to validate the surveys at the 
development and analysis phases. 
Survey Development 
 Under the provisions of Act 282 of 2008, the EOC formed a National Advisory Council 
(NAC) to address its multiple responsibilities. For the purposes of this project, the NAC was 
consulted concerning item development for the phone and web surveys. The NAC responded to 
an item pool developed from several national polls of public awareness and concerns regarding 
public schools. The NAC suggested wording for additional items and promoted strategies for 
engaging typically difficult to reach stakeholders, especially parents of color, in rural areas, and in 
poverty. NAC members were interested in gathering opinions of community leaders in religious 
and minority sectors also. The NAC also expressed concern about engaging South Carolina’s 
increasing retiree population due to their role as taxpayers, typically without school-aged students 
in schools. 
 Simultaneous testing of the item pool included pilot focus groups and pilot phone 
interviews. Four focus groups included stakeholders named in Act 282 and divided as groups of 
parents, educators, business leaders, and community leaders/retiree taxpayers. Clemson held these 
focus groups in various public locations including a municipal building, a public library, a school, 
and a community education campus. Potential participants were randomly selected from phone 
and mailing lists provided by EOC, business listings on the web and some participation was 
obtained through nominations. A total of 34 educators, parents, community leaders/retiree 
taxpayers, and business leaders participated in the fall focus groups, and the results were used to 
reduce the item pool as well as validate pilot phone interview findings.  
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Survey Administration 
 The finalized phone interview surveys ran from November 2008 through February 2009. 
Phone interviews, aided by electronic random selection and calling of SC landline phones 
statewide, yielded 1250 responses.  
 In February through mid-April, the public accessed web surveys through a variety of links 
on SC school district and other associations’ web sites. The other associations included SC- 
AARP,  SC Christian Action Council, Commission on Minority Affairs, SC School Boards 
Association, and of course, EOC’s web site. The business survey was distributed through 
websites hosted by the SC Chamber of Commerce and local chambers: Kershaw, Lexington, 
Clemson, Beaufort, Anderson, Columbia, Florence, Spartanburg, Greenville, and Charleston. 
Also SC Child Care Association and SC Realtors Association distributed the business survey. 
EOC personnel issued invitations to participate in the web surveys through media releases, 
announcements on radio programs, and contacts with organizations encouraging their members to 
participate. These web surveys yielded over 5200 responses. 
 Simultaneous to the web surveys, from March through May, Clemson conducted 7 focus 
groups in the Upstate, Midlands, and Coastal regions with 61 participants. The purpose of these 
groups was to augment the phone survey responses in two ways. First, following the definition of 
stakeholders in Act 282, and the concerns of the NAC in reaching the typically underrepresented 
groups, the focus groups reached out to minorities, rural and urban populations in poverty, and 
those adults ages 18 to 34, who typically do not own/rent/use landline phones. Second, the focus 
groups provided insights into the phone results allowing representatives of the stakeholders to 
expand on their interpretations of what the responses meant to them. 
 
Survey Analysis and Interpretation 
 With over 6400 quantitative responses and several hundred open-ended comments from 
phone interviews and web surveys, the data reduction process presented challenges in meaningful 
interpretation. This is typical of primarily closed-ended polling of public opinion. One means of 
clarifying and validating quantified responses is to seek insights from similar groups, and thus the 
focus group process supplied such clarification. One limitation of the analyses using 
crosstabulations on stakeholder groups is that the definitions of stakeholders are not mutually 
exclusive. The analyses reported here focused on four groups roughly outlined by Act282: (a) 
parents, (b) educators, (c), business and community leaders and (d) taxpayers. But even these 
groupings pose challenges in analyses. For example, a SC business leader is also a taxpayer, and 
as well, may be a parent. The distribution of parents within the other three stakeholder 
designations included 50.9% of business/community leaders, 42.5% of educators and 44.8% of 
taxpayers. Given that the web surveys obtained the greatest number of voluntary participants in 
the project, the representation of parents among the other three stakeholder groups may be greater 
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than the general population, but such a result is typical among voluntary responses to a particular 
polling interest such as education.  
 Survey responses were analyzed with frequencies and crosstabulations using PASW1 
Statistics, 17.0. Note that the total response frequencies from all surveys and question sets appear 
in the appendix to this document. The Findings section of this report focuses primarily on 
crosstabulations across the stakeholders and a few other groupings of the three survey data 
sources (two web-based: (a) one for public and educators, (b) another for business leaders, and 
one phone-based). The Findings section explores common themes reported in tables with by-
group frequencies enhanced in the narrative with selected survey comments and excerpts of the 
focus group transcripts. Discussion focuses chiefly on the thematic analysis of the participants’ 
perceptions with very little interpretation beyond the survey data and direct quotes. South 
Carolinians’ hold strong opinions about their public schools and the future of students and their 
voices fill this report’s pages. 
Findings2 
 The project’s findings offer four specific themes from its 6500 participants in phone 
interviews, two web-based surveys (one for business and one for the general public and 
educators), and selected focus groups held across South Carolina. Reponses from these South 
Carolinians generated the following four themes:  
1. High expectations for student success in school and beyond 
2. Stakeholders differ in views about achieving expectations  
3. Lack of awareness of national trends in education 
4. Lack of understanding of the degree and extent of achievement gaps  
The following narrative reports on these four primary themes using selected analyses of 
the three surveys, selected survey comments, and excerpts from the focus group transcripts. 
Educators differed from other stakeholders in several areas, and this report highlights those 
differences within the four findings. The appendix of this report lists frequency percentages of 
aggregate responses by question in the order found in the surveys. This narrative includes selected 
analyses supporting the themes found in the opinions expressed by South Carolinians. 
High Expectations for Student Success in School and Beyond 
 South Carolinians responded to questions concerning what skills students should possess 
upon graduation. These responses showed agreement on the fundamental importance of Reading, 
Math and Writing, as well as a strong desire that young people exit public schools ready to be 
productive citizens. 
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Reading 82.4% 15.0% 2.4% 99.80%
Math 68.2% 24.7% 6.8% 99.70%
Writing 64.6% 26.6% 8.3% 99.50%
Skills to Succeed in the Workplace 68.3% 23.8% 7.0% 99.10%
Knowledgeable Citizen 59.0% 30.1% 10.0% 99.10%
Science 38.5% 36.4% 21.9% 96.80%
Note: Remaining response options found in the appendix and are <1% of all responses. 
 The following charts illustrate the differences among stakeholders in attaching any 
importance (Critical, Very or Important) to the six skills. Business attaches more importance to 
math, writing and work readiness than other groups. The importance of math-based technical and 
scientific industries to SC’s economy also may have been an influence on business responses. 
Parents place more importance on citizenship than other groups. Educators and taxpayers show 
allegiance to the traditional 3 Rs of reading, writing, and ‘rithmetic.   
Business    Parents    Educators    Taxpayers 
Math  100.0%    Writing  99.7%   Reading  99.9%   Reading  99.7% 
Writing  99.6%    Reading  99.5%   Math  99.8%   Math  99.5% 
Work  99.1%    Citizen  99.3%   Writing  99.7%   Writing  99.4% 
Citizen  98.3%    Work  99.0%   Work  99.5%   Citizen  98.8% 
Science  93.6%    Math  97.9%   Citizen  99.4%   Work  98.7% 
Reading  89.8%    Science  93.0%   Science  97.6%   Science  96.9% 
Note: These tables show the totals of the combined selection of the three importance options: 
Critical, Very Important, and Important. Remaining response options ≤ 3.2%; the 
appendix lists frequencies across all response options. 
 Comments from the surveys and the focus groups offer some insight into different 
stakeholders’ concerns. Among the discussions of adhering to the traditional 3Rs, disagreement 
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Another portion of the surveys concerned expectations for determining the quality of 












Control of Student Behavior  57.4%  30.4% 11.2% 99.00%
High School Graduation Rates  45.3%  36.2% 15.8% 97.30%
Offering Advanced Coursework (AP / IB)  31.6%  38.7% 24.0% 94.30%
Scores for College Admissions Tests (ACT/SAT)  18.7%  37.8% 32.9% 89.40%
Rate of Promotion  17.9%  31.5% 35.0% 84.40%
Annual Standardized Tests  6.4%  16.6% 44.0% 67.00%
Note 1: The business survey did not include this question set. 
Note 2: These tables show the totals of the combined selection of the three importance options: 
Critical, Very Important, and Important. The appendix lists frequencies across remaining 
response options, which range from ≤ 1% to 33%. 
 On these measures, there were few differences among stakeholder groups. The following 
charts show three stakeholders’ overall responses as to the importance (Critical, Very or 
Important) of the six potential measures of a good school. 
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Parents  Educators  Taxpayers 
Behavior 98.8%  Behavior 99.4%  Behavior 98.3% 
Graduation 94.4%  Graduation 97.9%  Graduation 96.6% 
AP/IB 93.9%  AP/IB 94.8%  AP/IB 93.5% 
ACT/SAT 91.2%  ACT/SAT 88.7%  ACT/SAT 90.0% 
Promotion 83.9%  Promotion 85.2%  Promotion 83.2% 
Ann. Test 72.6%  Ann. Test 65.0%  Ann. Test 68.7% 
Note 1: The business survey did not include this question set. 
Note 2: These tables show the totals of the combined selection of the three importance options: 
Critical, Very Important, and Important. The appendix lists frequencies across all 
response options, of which the range for the remaining options is ≤ .6% to 35%. 
 Participants used survey comments options and the focus group discussion to express 
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High school graduation rates were a priority for all the participants. The following table 
was generated from a question that guided people to think about today’s First Graders who will be 
graduating in 2020.  
What would be an acceptable 
graduation rate for students 
graduating in 2020?  Parent  Educator  Taxpayer 
70% or below 7.0%  7.5% 8.0% 
75% 3.9%  8.1% 5.7% 
80% 15.9%  16.8% 13.1% 
85% 21.9%  20.7% 17.6% 
90% 27.2%  25.8% 25.8% 
95% 13.3%  14.7% 19.5% 
100% 10.7%  6.3% 10.2% 
Note: The business survey did not include this question. 
The majority of parents (51.2%) and taxpayers (55.5%) selected 85% or higher for the 
goal graduation rate in 2020. Only 46.8% of educators set the rate that high. Some of their 
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A striking aspect of the way that survey participants rated potential measures of school 
quality was the very low ranking of standardized tests. Likely, this negative view is a holdover 
from the 2008 policy changes in the state’s assessment program, which was known as the 
Palmetto Academic Challenge Test or PACT. At the time of the surveys as well as the focus 
groups, the new test, Palmetto Assessment of State Standards (PASS) had yet to be administered 
to SC students. The concern about testing, its purposes and uses permeated much of the web 














South Carolinians hold high expectations for their students’ futures and the measures of 
determining whether schools promote that future. The 3Rs dominate perceptions of what a good 
education is, but some community stakeholders, especially business, would like to see that 
traditional view of schools change. Overall, South Carolinians believe that safe and orderly 
schools are a foundation for assuring that students graduate on time. Educators have some 
reservations about measures of good schools and express concern that the measures may not 
achieve goals for some students. These differences emerge in questions about rating schools’ 
provision of knowledge and achieving high standards. 
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Stakeholders Differ in Views about  
Achieving Expectations 
 All stakeholders responded to the question of whether schools provided students with the 
key knowledge they need. Educators and parents responded differently than other stakeholders. 
 
Do SC public schools 
provide students with key 
knowledge? Business Parents Educators Taxpayers 
Yes 21.2% 46.4% 56.2% 36.0% 
No 67.4% 45.7% 37.2% 55.6% 
Don’t Know 11.4% 7.9% 6.6% 8.4% 
Total 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
 
 
The majority of educators believe that schools provide key knowledge to students, but 
parents are split on this view. Taxpayers and business leaders do not believe that schools provide 
key knowledge. One way of interpreting why educators might view this question differently may 
be found in the voluntary survey comments: many stated that the school is required to offer too 
much to students or that students are not prepared to learn what’s offered. Educators and other 
stakeholders also assign blame to parents, who seem to lack commitment to their children’s 
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Further concerns about key knowledge and SC workforce. The business stakeholder group 
answered seven questions on their web survey about what they believe is lacking among skills 
necessary to succeed in the workplace. The following table describes the percentage of business 
stakeholders who responded that skill deficits in these seven areas represented a critical or serious 
issue.   







Low Level of Commitment/Motivation 66.4% 24.9% 91.3% 
Poor Communication Skills 63.2% 29.8% 93.0% 
Inadequate Reading and Writing Skills 58.4% 31.9% 90.3% 
Lack of Initiative/Entrepreneurship 49.1% 37.3% 86.4% 
Poor Math Skills 45.0% 39.3% 84.3% 
Insufficient Computer Skills 33.8% 43.0% 76.8% 
Lack of Industry Specific Skills 28.5% 38.6% 67.1% 
Note: Neither the web nor the phone surveys provided the general public or educators this 
question set. The appendix lists frequencies across all response options of which the range 
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of remaining responses are ≤ 7% (poor communication skills) to 71.5% (lack of industry 
specific skills). 
Overwhelmingly, business stakeholders identified the ability to communicate effectively, 
commitment and motivation, and reading and writing skills as critical and/or fairly serious issues. 
Nearly half of business stakeholders identified initiative and math skills as critical deficits. These 
responses echo those of other stakeholder groups who expressed concern over student 
engagement and motivation in suggesting that it was unfair to hold schools accountable for 
factors that were beyond their control. In the focus groups, business stakeholders and other 






















The business web survey also provided participants an opportunity to use the Work Keys 
Skills® framework3 to identify skills of importance. The following table illustrates the percentage 
of business stakeholders who positively rated the importance of these skills. 
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Important Skills as Measured 






Listening 56.1% 24.5% 4.3% 84.9% 
Teamwork 56.5% 21.3% 6.7% 84.5% 
Observation 45.5% 26.9% 11.9% 84.3% 
Reading for Information 44.3% 28.1% 11.9% 84.3% 
Writing 34.4% 28.1% 19.4% 81.9% 
Locating Information 40.7% 29.2% 11.9% 81.8% 
Applied Mathematics 20.6% 30.0% 24.9% 75.5% 
Applied Technology 20.6% 32.0% 21.3% 73.9% 
Business Writing 21.3% 29.6% 20.9% 71.8% 
Note: Neither the web nor the phone surveys provided the general public or educators this 
question set. The appendix lists frequencies across all response options, of which the 
remaining responses vary from ≤ 15.1% to 28.2%. 
Overwhelmingly, business stakeholders responded that the most important skills that 
students must acquire to be successful in the workforce are listening, teamwork, observation 
skills, and reading for information. Consistent with the previous table, business stakeholders did 
not identify use of technology as the most critical skill for the workplace. Business stakeholders 
expressed a strong preference for a workforce prepared in interpersonal skills, the acceptance of 
personal responsibility as well as personal initiative in addition to the ability to read and write. 
 
Opinions on Rating Schools. Surveys offered respondents an opportunity to choose how 
schools should be rated. The questions called for stakeholders to select the degree of association 
between student achievement, student growth, and school rankings. Here the groups differed in 
their perceptions of how to determine whether a school should be considered Excellent. The 
following chart displays responses to two questions: what is an acceptable percentage of students 
not on grade level in an excellent school?; and what is an acceptable percentage of students who 
do not improve in an excellent school? The responses in the chart represent those selecting 0% - 
all should be performing at grade level or under 10%, the two most popular selections on the 
surveys. 
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18.7%  40.7% 59.4% 8.0%  50.4% 58.4% 16.1%  46.0% 62.1%
Note 1: Business stakeholders did not have these items on their web survey. 
Note 2: The appendix lists frequencies across all response options, of which the remaining 
responses range from ≤ 33.4% to 41.6% 
 Most of the comments acknowledged the difficulty of setting high standards for both 
student achievement and school ratings; with educators expressing the least confidence in 
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In the focus group discussions, all groups acknowledged challenges in establishing ratings 
for schools as well as the obstacles to learning in many schools and communities. Most 
conversations concluded with a recommitment to high standards for schools and students, as well 
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 Besides the survey and focus group comments that illustrate a tension between educators 
and families/communities, a couple of survey questions show the extent to which a disconnect 




academic achievement.  Parent  Educator  Taxpayer 
Strongly agree 4.7% 21.7% 15.5% 
Agree 29.5% 31.0% 31.2% 
Disagree 53.4% 35.5% 37.2% 
Strongly disagree 12.4% 11.8% 16.1% 
Note: The business survey did not include this question. 
 Although 52.7% of educators agree or strongly agree that families do not focus on 
students’ schoolwork, almost 66% of parents disagree or strongly disagree. Taxpayers split on this 
point, but a slight majority (53.3%) takes a perspective similar to parents. These results suggest a 




achievement.  Parent  Educator  Taxpayer  
Strongly agree 4.1% 10.6% 9.3% 
Agree 20.7% 21.2% 22.9% 
Disagree 64.3% 50.2% 51.4% 
Strongly disagree 10.9% 18.0% 16.4% 
Note: The business survey did not include this question. 
 This table shows that the three stakeholders share closer opinions about community 
support for education. About one-third of educators and taxpayers agree or strongly agree that the 
community does not support academics, which means that for about 66% of these participants, 
local communities seem favorable to schools. However, 75% of parents believe that communities 
support education. Therefore, even though all groups view the community as favorable, the two 
groups, families and educators, most closely associated with students have differing perceptions. 
 
 
Lack of Awareness of National Trends in Education 
Surveys offered participants a chance to assign grades to schools in their communities, the 
state and the nation. The following table shows the degree to which those willing to answer the 
questions about publics schools eroded as the degree of distance increased. 
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Don’t Know responses to grading schools in your … 
 Parents Educators Taxpayers 
Community 2.1% 1.5% 3.9% 
State 20.4% 5.4% 9.0% 
Nation 23.2% 8.7% 14.1% 
Note: The business survey did not include this set of questions. 
 
As with many polls asking the public to grade schools, the grades dropped as the distance 
between the participant and the schools in question increased. The following table shows that the 




  Community  State  Nation 
A  24.4% 3.4% 2.9%
B  40.2% 23.8% 33.4%
C  22.3% 41.6% 42.1%
D  7.7% 19.0% 8.3%
F  2.9% 4.5% 1.5%
Note: The business survey did not include this set of questions. 
Community schools earn a B from most of the respondents. But in general, more than 20% 
of survey participants rated schools in the nation higher than they rated those in South Carolina. 
More of the participants graded SC schools with a D than they did schools in the US. Even more 
gave schools in the rest of the nation, a B. These data are reported as aggregate totals because 
there were no differences among stakeholders on the state and national ratings of schools. 
However, the following chart shows how educators differ in rating their local schools from 
parents and taxpayers. 
Grade the schools in your 
community …  Parent  Educator  Taxpayer  
A 24.4% 28.3% 18.6% 
B 37.9% 42.6% 37.1% 
C 24.2% 19.7% 25.9% 
D 7.3% 6.1% 10.1% 
F 4.0% 1.8% 4.4% 
Note: The business survey did not include this set of questions. 
As noted with public school opinion polling nationally, most respondents rate their own 
schools highly, and this table supports that finding. Over 70% of educators rate their own schools 
with an A or a B, and parents are close behind with 62.3% willing to grade the local school with 
an A or B. Taxpayers are not as convinced about the quality of their local schools with about 56% 
willing to give an A or a B. 
Although the business web survey did not include the same set of questions about grading 
community, state or national public schools, the participants were asked to rate schools from 
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elementary level through graduate schools. The following table aggregates the business responses 
across levels of schooling. 
Grade area schools 
thinking about work 
force needs …  Elem  Middle  High  Technical  Undergrad  Grad  Continuing Ed 
A  9.1%  4.6% 3.7% 21.3% 14.6% 20.8%  15.1%
B  31.0%  21.3% 23.1% 44.2% 49.0% 41.3%  40.2%
C  28.5%  38.9% 36.8% 17.5% 18.0% 11.3%  18.0%
D  10.7%  13.8% 22.3% 5.4% 5.4% 3.3%  5.4%
F  3.3%  5.4%% 6.6% .8% .8% .8%  1.7%
Don’t Know  17.4%  15.9% 7.4% 10.8% 12.1% 22.5%  19.7%
Note: This set of questions was on the business survey only. 
Given plenty of room for interpreting these results, one likely possibility is that business 
participants reflect the same phenomena of reluctance to grade schools as their working 
knowledge decreases and a tendency to rate schools lower for the same reason. Apparently, 
knowledge of continuing education and elementary/middle school education is thin given the 
rates of Don’t Know responses. Conversely, higher grades are assigned to technical, continuing 
education, and undergraduate schools. Interestingly, graduate education earned both higher grades 
and better than 20% Don’t Know responses. Other stakeholders were not given similar questions 
in their web or phone surveys. 
Views about SC School Accountability. The differences between educators’ perspectives 
and the other stakeholders are more apparent in the answer to a question about the fairness of the 
requirement for continuous improvement in schools to achieve higher ratings. 
 
% responding YES         
  Parent  Educator  Taxpayer  Total 
Is the practice of requiring 
increased performance fair?  
57.0%  27.6%  46.8%  36.7% 
Note: The business survey did not include this question. 
Survey comments from educators made it clear that they viewed educational 
accountability policy as a purely South Carolina anomaly or as if, the South Carolina approach 
was out of step with other states. In most cases, the comments revealed a confusion of curriculum 
standards with achievement performance levels. Several studies have documented the rigor of 
South Carolina’s performance levels, but few research studies question the general alignment of 
grade and subject level curriculum standards with typical expectations for learning for US school 
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Even though educators offered strong opinions concerning the rigor of South Carolina’s 
accountability policy, the table below shows how respondents on two of the surveys expressed 













Note: The business survey did not include this question. 
Overall, the survey participants disagreed with this statement (55.6%, phone) and (55.1%, 
web). That means that a majority believe that students can succeed as rigor increases. 
 
Some with experience from other states remarked that they had not seen rigor from SC 
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As a final note on the perceptions concerning SC’s accountability system, two of the 
surveys, web for general public and educators, and the phone survey offered participants a chance 
to reflect on whether funds should be invested in improving schools where achievement is low. 
The following table shows the distribution of responses across stakeholders. 
Do you think funds should be 
targeted toward schools with …  Parents  Educators  Taxpayers 
Low test scores 18.6% 11.9% 12.8% 
Low improvement in scores 7.8% 7.6% 8.2% 
Both equally 65.4% 75.3% 70.8% 
Don’t know 8.3% 5.3% 8.2% 
Note: The business survey did not include this question. 
 Generally those participating in the web surveys for the public and educators, and those 
participating in the phone interviews would like to see funding for schools struggling with 
achievement and/or with improving achievement. These results support the finding that most 
participants believe that schools and students can meet increasing rigor in SC’s accountability 
system. 
 Overall South Carolinians support features of the accountability system, even though they 
are not aware of national trends in this area. While many view their local schools as worthy of an 
A or a B grade, educators view their schools more favorably than other groups. Unlike typical 
polling responses across the US, South Carolinians generally rated schools nationally higher than 
SC schools. Despite comments about how SC standards are different and more rigorous than the 
rest of the nation, South Carolinians gave higher grades to schools in the nation than to SC 
schools. The majority of stakeholders believe that families and communities support schools, but 
educators do not share as strong a belief that families support schools as others do. Parents 
reported community support in larger proportions than did other stakeholders. Generally, 
regardless of stakeholder group, most South Carolinians view increasing rigor as an acceptable 
feature of accountability, although, comments from educators on the surveys expressed strong 
opinions otherwise. Views on funding support distribution of resources for schools with low 
scores as well as for schools that have trouble increasing scores. The latter group of schools may 
not have been completely understood as a separate category. South Carolinians do not have a 
strong awareness of differentials in student achievement. 
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Lack of Awareness of Achievement Gaps 
 Through the web surveys, three groups of stakeholders (parents, educators, and taxpayers) 
had the opportunity to respond to questions concerning gaps in student achievement among four 
groupings of students: (a) White and African American students, (b) affluent students and those 
from disadvantaged backgrounds, (c) native English-speaking students and English Language 
Learners (ELL), and (d) students with and without disabilities. Focus group participants, 
including business leaders, discussed graphs of the achievement gaps that typically reside on the 
EOC web site [See Appendix]. Those graphs show that with the most recent data the achievement 
gaps are greater in schools rated Excellent than in schools with lower ratings. In all schools, the 
gaps occur among all other groups and African American students, especially African American 
students in poverty. 
 The following chart is a summary chart of the degree to which many of the survey 
respondents expressed some level of lack of awareness of the differences in achievement among 
the four groupings of students. 
Overall Awareness of Achievement Gaps 
Those responding No Differences or Don’t know 
Parents  Educators  Taxpayers  Total 
White & Black Gap  34% 7%  18%  13%
Affluent & Disadvantaged Gap  21% 3%  12%  8%
Native English & English Language Learners Gap  22% 9%  19%  13%
Students without & Students with Disabilities  Gap  25% 8%  22%  14%
Note: The Business survey did not include the question set about achievement gaps. 
 General expectations dictate that most educators understand differences among various 
groups of students’ achievement than perhaps other stakeholders. Surprisingly, parents appear to 
be the group expressing the greatest lack of knowledge or underestimate of the gaps in students’ 
achievement. Taxpayers also revealed a lack of knowledge or minimized the differentials in 
student achievement. The following tables show more specifics about the distribution of 
awareness of each of the four groupings of student comparisons across the three stakeholders. 
 
Awareness of Achievement Gaps between  
White Students and Black Students across the State 
 Parents Educators Taxpayers Total 
Very large differences 13.6% 18.7% 19.1% 18.5% 
Large differences 35.3% 51.1% 43.6% 47.3% 
Small differences 17.6% 23.4% 19.0% 21.4% 
No differences 13.4% 2.5% 6.3% 4.6% 
Don’t know 20.2% 4.3% 12.0% 8.2% 
Note: The Business survey did not include the question set about achievement gaps. 
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 According to these responses, parents are the least aware of the achievement gaps between 
White students and Black students. Focus group discussions confirmed these results. However, 
educators also supplied comments on their surveys indicating that they believed that achievement 




















All stakeholders reported the same level of awareness of the achievement gaps between 
affluent students and those in poverty. Again, parents showed slightly less awareness of the gaps 
due to poverty. 
Awareness of Achievement Gaps between  
Advantaged Students and Students from Disadvantaged Backgrounds 
across the State 
 Parents Educators Taxpayers Total 
Very large differences 22.3% 39.6% 33.3% 36.1% 
Large differences 43.8% 48.4% 42.1% 45.7% 
Small differences 13.4% 8.8% 12.9% 10.6% 
No differences 9.9% .8% 4.3% 2.7% 
Don’t know 10.6% 2.5% 7.3% 4.8% 
Note: The Business survey did not include the question set about achievement gaps. 
 
 Most of the survey comments as well as the focus groups revealed the greatest concern 
about achievement gaps due to poverty. To some extent, the beliefs about these gaps seemed to be 
attributed to one part of the state, the area of the state identified as the Corridor of Shame. 
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 The following table shows the same three stakeholder groups’ awareness of the gap in 
achievement between English Language Learners (ELL) and native speakers.  
Awareness of Achievement Gaps between  
Native English Speaking Students vs. Students Who Have English as a 
Second Language across the State 
 Parents Educators Taxpayers Total 
Very large differences 17.1% 21.9% 21.1% 21.3% 
Large differences 39.0% 46.9% 41.8% 44.5% 
Small differences 21.7% 22.7% 18.2% 20.9% 
No differences 6.5% 1.1% 3.3% 2.3% 
Don’t know 15.6% 7.4% 15.7% 11.0% 
Note: The Business survey did not include the question set about achievement gaps. 
 Based on trends in achievement gaps [see appendix], ELL tend to do a little better on 
achievement tests than some of the other groups. Comments by stakeholders showed some variety 
in concerns about this performance gap. In the surveys, educators tended to state their concern 
that any of these achievement gaps are included in accounting for school ratings. Moreover, with 
some language learners, educators note that schooling is complicated by immigration issues and 
other social needs such as homelessness. Many were hopeful about success for those who do learn 




Page 24 of 59 

















 The final table displays the awareness of parents, educators and taxpayers concerning 
achievement gaps between students with and without disabilities. 
Awareness of Achievement Gaps between  
Students Without and Those With Disabilities across the State 
 Parents Educators Taxpayers Total 
Very large differences 18.9% 25.3% 23.4% 24.2% 
Large differences 34.0% 44.1% 34.7% 40.0% 
Small differences 21.9% 22.3% 20.1% 21.5% 
No differences 8.3% 2.2% 3.8% 3.2% 
Don’t know 16.9% 6.0% 17.9% 11.1% 
Note: The Business survey did not include the question set about achievement gaps. 
 The conversation about the potential for students with disabilities to learn raises a number 
of questions about awareness of disabilities and/or capabilities across all the stakeholder groups. 
Educators added a number of comments to their surveys frankly stating their beliefs that students 
with disabilities could not learn. Parents and other members of the public commented on their 
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South Carolinians’ Aspirations 
South Carolinians want strong schools and successful adults but these aspirations come 
with some inherent contradictions. They believe that strong schools attend to the basics – 
Reading, Writing, and Math, but not all South Carolinians believe that traditional schooling is 
wise in the current or future eras. They believe that students should be ready for work, and 
employers believe work readiness includes “soft skills” such as, listening, work ethic/motivation, 
and teamwork, but these skills are not on the top of all South Carolinians’ lists. 
South Carolinians and Standards 
South Carolinians have two main concerns about determining measures of good schools: 
(1) control of disruptive students and general school safety and (2) higher rates for on-time high 
school graduation. South Carolinians expect Excellent Schools to ensure at least 90% achieving 
on grade level, and they believe that students can meet requirements for increasing rigor.  
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South Carolinians are ambiguous about testing and the degree to which achievement gaps 
persist among groups of students. More South Carolinians acknowledge gaps in student 
achievement due to poverty and the social conditions that may prevent students in poverty from 
higher achievement. However, although they believe that their communities support education, 
they don’t believe that all SC communities support education. They express concern that some 
communities allow students and schools to suffer due to poor economic conditions. South 
Carolinians acknowledge the achievement gap between students with disabilities and those 
without, but many believe that this gap is inevitable and unchangeable. A large number of 
educators and the public believe that this gap is due to students with severe or challenging 
disabilities; yet, other stakeholders point out that the largest group of students with disabilities is 
comprised of those with learning disabilities, who have normal intelligence and can learn with 
proper teaching techniques. The conflict over this gap is whether educators have adequate 
knowledge for addressing students with learning disabilities’ needs. Many participants in this 
project were surprised that the achievement gap for English Language Learners was not as great 
as they might have expected. The larger gap between White and Black students also surprised 
many of the participants. In the minds of many, this gap is confounded by poverty, but the most 
current data show that this gap persists among more affluent students in both races as well. 
Closing achievement gaps requires both acknowledgement and knowledge about the variety of 
educational approaches suited to each grouping of students. 
The engagement project conducted by Clemson for the Education Oversight Committee 
involved South Carolinians across the state in garnering opinions, comments, and in generating 
discussion about expectations for schools and students. South Carolinians have high expectations 
and want their schools to improve. Even though they differ in their views about good schooling, 
South Carolinians want students to be productive citizens. 
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Are there school age children living in your 
household? 





How many school age children live in your 
household? 






Six or more .6 
Total 100.0 
 
Where does the oldest school-age child in your 
household receive his or her education? 
Valid 
Percent 
Public school 89.0 
Private school 7.6 




What grade is the oldest school age child in your 














9th grade (freshman) 12.3
10th grade (sophomore) 9.8
11th grade (junior) 14.8
12th grade (senior) 14.1
Total 100.0
 
Since you have been an adult, have you lived in a 
household with school age children? 





The last time you lived with a school age child, 






Does not go to school 2.7
Total 100.0
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Students are often given the grades of A, B, C, 
D, and  
What grade would you give the public schools in 









Don't know 5.5 
Total 100.0 
 
Now think about the public schools in the state 
of South Carolina. What grade would you give to 














How about the public schools in the nation as a 
whole? What grade would you give the public 









Don't know 23.2 
Total 100.0 
 
Consider the following set of skills for students 
graduating in the 21st Century. How important 
are… 






















Not very important .7
Not at all important .4
Total 100.0
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Not very important 2.2












Not very important 10.2
Not at all important 1.6
Don't know .1
Total 100.0







Not very important 1.1




All in all, do you think the public schools in 
South Carolina are providing young people with 









I am going to list a number of factors that may be 
important in determining if a school is doing 
well. How important is . . . 





Not very important 8.7
Not at all important 2.1
Don't know 7.6
Total 100.0
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Annual standardized tests 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 13.3 




Not at all 
important 4.7 
Don't know 1.8 
Total 100.0 
Control over student behavior 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 41.5 




Not at all 
important .3 
Don't know .5 
Total 100.0 
High school graduation rate 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 40.2 




Not at all 
important .6 
Don't know 1.0 
Total 100.0 
 
Scores for College Admissions tests (such as 
SAT or ACT) 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 18.9 




Not at all 
important 1.7 
Don't know 4.5 
Total 100.0 
 
Offering advanced coursework (such as 






Not very important 4.4




Next, I'd like to talk with you about differences 
in achievement between groups of students.  
First, how great are the differences in 
achievement between White students and Black 
students across the state? 
 Valid Percent
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How great are the differences in achievement 
between students from wealthy backgrounds vs. 











How great are the differences in achievement 
between Native English speaking students vs. 
students who have English as a second language 
across the state? 
 Valid Percent 
Very large differences 19.9 
Large differences 37.2 
Small differences 22.7 
No differences 3.7 
Don't know 16.5 
Total 100.0 
 
Finally, how great are the differences in 
achievement between students with a disability 
vs. students without a disability across the state? 
 
 Valid Percent 
Very large differences 20.3 
Large differences 31.7 
Small differences 20.9 
No differences 7.5 
Don't know 19.5 
Total 100.0 
 










The on-time high school graduation rate in SC is 
currently estimated to be around 70%, meaning 
approximately 70% of 9th graders graduate on 
time four years later. Children entering first 
grade this fall will be graduating in the year 
2020. What do you think is an acceptable 
graduation rate? 
 Valid Percent









Kentucky has set a goal to be in the top 20 of 
states in on-time high graduation rate by 2020. 









Along with educating individual students, 
schools also serve other roles. How important is 
the school’s role … 
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Very important 39.8 
Important 31.0 
Not very important 5.1 
Not at all important 2.3 
Don't know 3.1 
Total 100.0 
As a place for community members to meet 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 8.5 
Very important 25.3 
Important 44.3 
Not very important 14.2 
Not at all important 5.1 
Don't know 2.6 
Total 100.0 
As a location for recreational activities 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 15.2 
Very important 26.7 
Important 42.9 
Not very important 9.5 
Not at all important 3.1 
Don't know 2.6 
Total 100.0 




Very important 33.3 
Important 40.0 
Not very important 3.9 
Not at all important 2.6 
Don't know 3.3 
Total 100.0 
 
Since 2004, South Carolina schools have had to 
improve their performance in order to earn 
higher ratings. A school rated 'Excellent,' for 
example, needs to improve its performance over 
time to continue to be rated Excellent. This 







In a school rated 'Excellent' in South Carolina, 
what would be an acceptable percentage of 
students who do not perform at grade level? 
 Valid 
Percent








In a school rated 'Excellent' in South Carolina, 
what would be an acceptable percentage of 
students who do not improve their performance 
from one year to the next? 
 Valid 
Percent
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As people across South Carolina think about 
spending on schools, do you think funds should 
be targeted toward schools that have the lowest 
test scores or schools where test scores show 
little or no improvement over time? 
 Valid 
Percent
Low test scores 21.1






Now, think about the school your oldest child 
attends.  
The school climate promotes academic 
achievement 
 Valid Percent 


















Teachers have the preparation needed for the 
subject they are teaching. 
 Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 15.3 
Agree 61.0 
Disagree 22.4 
Strongly disagree 1.3 
Total 100.0 
 
Students have the preparation needed for the 
subject they are learning. 
 Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 12.4 
Agree 63.7 
Disagree 22.6 
Strongly disagree 1.3 
Total 100.0 
Student behavior is a barrier to learning. 
Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 26.2 
Agree 57.2 
Disagree 14.1 
Strongly disagree 2.5 
Total 100.0 
 
Parents and families do not provide support at 
home for academic achievement. 
Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 7.2 
Agree 37.3 
Disagree 46.2 
Strongly disagree 9.3 
Total 100.0 
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The community environment does not support 
academic achievement. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 5.1 
Agree 27.7 
Disagree 58.2 
Strongly disagree 8.9 
Total 100.0 
 
The school lacks the books, equipment and other 
instructional material needed in the classroom. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 9.5 
Agree 36.1 
Disagree 45.0 
Strongly disagree 9.4 
Total 100.0 
 
Too much time is spent on testing and not 
enough time on teaching. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 12.7 
Agree 39.6 
Disagree 42.1 
Strongly disagree 5.6 
Total 100.0 
 
The school keeps raising requirements so some 
children will never be able to succeed. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 4.1 
Agree 40.3 
Disagree 48.5 
Strongly disagree 7.1 
Total 100.0 
The principal provides appropriate leadership. 
Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 13.4 
Agree 64.0 
Disagree 18.2 
Strongly disagree 4.4 
Total 100.0 




Strongly agree 9.3 
Agree 64.3 
Disagree 24.7 
Strongly disagree 1.7 
Total 100.0 
 




Strongly agree 14.3 
Agree 49.1 
Disagree 30.2 
Strongly disagree 6.5 
Total 100.0 
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Using the A, B, C, D, and F scale again, what 
grade would you give the school your oldest 
child attends? 






Don't know 1.0 
Total 100.0 
 
First, think about ongoing subject-based 
classroom tests. 
These tests produce unnecessary child stress. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 11.6 
Agree 33.3 
Disagree 43.9 
Strongly disagree 7.5 
Don't know 3.7 
Total 100.0 
These tests help individual students learn. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 5.9 
Agree 65.1 
Disagree 18.9 
Strongly disagree 5.5 
Don't know 4.6 
Total 100.0 
These tests promote better school achievement. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 8.9 
Agree 62.8 
Disagree 22.9 
Strongly disagree .8 
Don't know 4.6 
Total 100.0 
These tests help the principal evaluate teachers. 
Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 8.3 
Agree 51.1 
Disagree 29.7 
Strongly disagree 2.9 
Don't know 8.0 
Total 100.0 
 
Next think about state achievement tests in South 
Carolina. 
These tests produce unnecessary child stress. 
Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 19.3 
Agree 43.1 
Disagree 29.8 
Strongly disagree 1.9 
Don't know 6.0 
Total 100.0 
These tests help individual students learn. 
Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 1.4 
Agree 41.5 
Disagree 42.1 
Strongly disagree 9.4 
Don't know 5.6 
Total 100.0 
These tests promote better school achievement. 
Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 5.6 
Agree 50.1 
Disagree 34.1 
Strongly disagree 3.2 
Don't know 7.0 
Total 100.0 
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These tests help the principal evaluate teachers. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 3.2 
Agree 43.6 
Disagree 37.6 
Strongly disagree 6.8 
Don't know 8.9 
Total 100.0 
 
Finally, think about college admissions tests such 
as SAT/ACT. 
These tests produce unnecessary child stress. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 13.1 
Agree 40.9 
Disagree 35.4 
Strongly disagree 3.5 
Don't know 7.1 
Total 100.0 
These tests help individual students learn. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 6.8 
Agree 43.1 
Disagree 39.7 
Strongly disagree 4.6 
Don't know 5.8 
Total 100.0 
These tests promote better school achievement 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 7.3 
Agree 48.8 
Disagree 33.3 
Strongly disagree 3.0 
Don't know 7.6 
Total 100.0 
These tests help the principal evaluate teachers. 
Valid 
Percent 
Strongly agree 7.3 
Agree 35.4 
Disagree 43.3 
Strongly disagree 4.0 
Don't know 10.0 
Total 100.0 
 
I am going to read a series of age groups, please 
stop me when I reach the group you belong to 
 Valid Percent 
18 – 24 years old 19.3 
25 – 34 years old 14.1 
35 – 44  years old 16.5 
45 – 54  years old 16.5 
55 – 64  years old 16.0 
65  years old or older 17.6 
Total 100.0 
 




Less than a high school degree 23.7
High school degree or GED 21.1
Some college or technical school (no 
degree) 23.3
Associates degree or technical degree 9.4
Bachelor's degree 12.8
Master's degree / professional degree 
(law, MBA) 7.6
Doctoral degree (including MD) 2.1
Total 100.0
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When official forms ask you to select a category 
to describe your race or ethnicity, what category 
do you typically choose? 
 Valid Percent
White 71.4
Black or African American 26.8
American Indian and Alaska 
Native .9%
Asian .5%
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Are there school age children living in your 
household? 













Six or more .1 
Total 100.0 
  
Where does the oldest school-age child in your 
household receive his or her education? 
 Valid Percent 
Public school 92.1 
Private school 5.7 
Home school .8 
Other 1.1 
Does not go to school .3 
Total 100.0 
What grade is the oldest school age child in your 
household currently enrolled in? 
 Valid Percent 
Pre-school 4.0 
Kindergarten 5.1 
1st grade 4.8 
2nd grade 5.8 
3rd grade 5.7 
4th grade 6.4 
5th grade 5.4 
6th grade 7.3 
7th grade 7.4 
8th grade 8.3 
9th grade (freshman) 9.4 
10th grade (sophomore) 8.8 
11th grade (junior) 9.3 
12th grade (senior) 12.3 
Total 100.0 
Since you have been an adult, have you lived in a 
household with school age children? 




If, as an adult, you have ever lived with a school 




Public school 89.4 
Private school 5.9 
Home school .7 
Other 1.4 
Does not go to school 2.6 
Total 100.0 
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Students are often given the grades of A, B, C, D; 
what grade would you give the public schools in 








Don't know 1.7 
Total 100.0 
Now think about the public schools in the state of 
South Carolina.   
What grade would you give to the public schools 
in the state: A, B, C, D, or F? 






Don't know 5.8 
Total 100.0 
How about the public schools in the nation as a 
whole? What grade would you give the public 
schools nationally: A, B, C, D, or F? 






Don't know 9.6 
Total 100.0 
 
Consider the following set of skills for students 
graduating in the 21st Century. How important 
are… 
Math skills 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 75.4 
Very important 20.0 
Important 4.3 
Not very important .2 
Not at all important .1 
Don't know .1 
Total 100.0 
Reading skills 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 89.6 
Very important 9.1 
Important 1.1 
Not very important .0 
Not at all important .1 







Very important 23.0 
Important 5.6 
Not very important .3 
Not at all important .1 
Don't know .1 
Total 100.0 
Skills to succeed in the workplace 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 76.5 
Very important 18.8 
Important 4.2 
Not very important .3 
Not at all important .1 
Don’t know .1 
Total 100.0 
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Science skills 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 43.1 
Very important 35.6 
Important 18.7 
Not very important 2.4 
Not at all important .1 
Don’t know .1 
Total 100.0 
Ability to be a knowledgeable citizen 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 66.7 
Very important 25.8 
Important 6.8 
Not very important .4 
Not at all important .1 
Don’t know .1 
Total 100.0 
 
All in all, do you think the public schools in South 
Carolina are providing young people with the key 
knowledge they need? 
 Valid Percent 
Yes 50.0 
No 42.7 
Don't know 7.3 
Total 100.0 
 
Listed below are a number of factors that may be 
important in determining if a school is doing well. 
How important is 
 Rates of promotion to the next grade 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 17.7 
Very important 33.1 
Important 34.9 
Not very important 11.1 
Not at all important 2.4 
Don’t know .9 
Total 100.0 
 
Annual standardized tests 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 5.7 
Very important 16.5 
Important 44.4 
Not very important 25.9 
Not at all important 7.2 
Don’t know .3 
Total 100.0 
Control over student behavior 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 59.5 
Very important 29.3 
Important 10.2 
Not very important .6 
Not at all important .1 
Don’t know .2 
Total 100.0 
High school graduation rate 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 46.9 
Very important 35.5 
Important 15.3 
Not very important 1.6 
Not at all important .4 
Don’t know .2 
Total 100.0 
Scores for College Admissions tests (such as SAT 




Very important 38.3 
Important 32.3 
Not very important 8.6 
Not at all important 1.7 
Don’t know .3 
Total 100.0 
Offering advanced coursework (such as Advanced 
Placement or International Baccalaureate) 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 33.2 
Very important 39.0 
Important 22.3 
Not very important 4.2 
Not at all important .7 
Don’t know .6 
Total 100.0 
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Given what you know about public elementary and 
high school students’ achievement, how 
concerned are you about the differences in 
achievement: 
 ... between White students and Black students 
across the state? 
 Valid Percent 
Very large differences 19.1 
Large differences 49.4 
Small differences 22.3 
No differences 3.2 
Don’t know 6.0 
Total 100.0 
... between students from advantaged 
backgrounds vs. students from disadvantaged 
backgrounds across the state? 
 Valid Percent 
Very large differences 38.7 
Large differences 46.7 
Small differences 9.5 
No differences 1.2 
Don’t know 3.9 
Total 100.0 
... between Native English speaking students vs. 
students who have English as a second language 
across the state? 
 Valid Percent 
Very large differences 21.8 
Large differences 45.7 
Small differences 21.2 
No differences 1.6 
Don’t know 9.7 
Total 100.0 
... between students with a disability vs. students 
without a disability across the state? 
 Valid Percent 
Very large differences 25.0 
Large differences 41.2 
Small differences 21.7 
No differences 2.4 
Don’t know 9.8 
Total 100.0 
 
Children entering first grade this fall will be 
graduating in the year 2020. What do you think is 
an acceptable graduation rate? 
 Valid Percent 









Along with educating individual students, schools 
also serve other roles. How import is the school’s 
role as … 
 As a source of community pride 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 35.5 
Very important 43.4 
Important 16.6 
Not very important 3.3 
Not at all important .8 
Don’t know .4 
Total 100.0 
As a place for community members to meet 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 16.2 
Very important 33.7 
Important 31.2 
Not very important 15.4 
Not at all important 2.8 
Don’t know .7 
Total 100.0 
As a location for recreational activities 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 15.0 
Very important 29.5 
Important 32.8 
Not very important 17.7 
Not at all important 4.5 
Don’t know .6 
Total 100.0 
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As a symbol of community values 
 Valid Percent 
Critical 38.5 
Very important 37.6 
Important 17.4 
Not very important 4.4 
Not at all important 1.6 




Since 2004, South Carolina schools have had to 
improve their performance in order to earn higher 
ratings. What do you think of this practice? 
 Valid Percent 
Fair 32.5 
Unfair 59.0 
Don't know 8.5 
Total 100.0 
 
Acceptable levels of failure to performing a school 
rated 'Excellent' in South Carolina, what would be 
an acceptable percentage of students who do not 
perform at grade level? 
 Valid Percent 
0% - all should perform at grade level 5.5 
under 10% 58.1 
10%-25% 27.2 
26% or more 3.5 
Don't know 5.7 
Total 100.0 
 
In a school rated 'Excellent' in South Carolina, 
what would be an acceptable percentage of 
students who do not improve their performance 
from one year to the next? 
 Valid Percent 
0% - all should perform at grade level 9.6 
under 10% 50.2 
10%-25% 26.1 
26% or more 7.3 
Don't know 6.8 
Total 100.0 
 
As people across South Carolina think about 
spending on schools, do you think funds should 
be targeted toward schools that have the lowest 
test scores or schools where test scores show 
little or no improvement over time? 
 Valid Percent 
Low test scores 11.7 
Low improvement in scores 7.4 
Both equally 75.0 
Don't know 5.9 
Total 100.0 
  
Now, think about the school your oldest child 
attends. To what extent do you agree … 
The school climate promotes academic 
achievement 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 50.3 
Agree 40.8 
Disagree 7.0 
Strongly disagree 1.9 
Total 100.0 
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When someone at the school does a good job it is 
properly recognized. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 28.8 
Agree 49.5 
Disagree 18.8 
Strongly disagree 2.8 
Total 100.0 
Teachers have the preparation needed for the 
subject they are teaching. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 34.5 
Agree 52.9 
Disagree 10.2 
Strongly disagree 2.4 
Total 100.0 
Students have the preparation needed for the 
subject they are learning. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 27.1 
Agree 52.4 
Disagree 17.9 
Strongly disagree 2.7 
Total 100.0 
Student behavior is a barrier to learning. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 35.8 
Agree 29.5 
Disagree 25.0 
Strongly disagree 9.8 
Total 100.0 
Parents and families do not provide support at 
home for academic achievement. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 19.7 
Agree 30.3 
Disagree 35.8 
Strongly disagree 14.1 
Total 100.0 
The community environment does not support 
academic achievement. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 10.7 
Agree 21.4 
Disagree 49.8 
Strongly disagree 18.1 
Total 100.0 
 
The school lacks the books, equipment and other 
instructional material needed in the classroom.  
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 8.9 
Agree 18.2 
Disagree 50.3 
Strongly disagree 22.6 
Total 100.0 
Too much time is spent on testing and not enough 
time on teaching. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 31.1 
Agree 35.6 
Disagree 27.3 
Strongly disagree 6.0 
Total 100.0 
The school keeps raising requirements so some 
children will never be able to succeed. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 18.0 
Agree 26.9 
Disagree 43.6 
Strongly disagree 11.5 
Total 100.0 
The principal provides appropriate leadership. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 34.3 
Agree 47.5 
Disagree 11.6 
Strongly disagree 6.5 
Total 100.0 
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Teachers who do a good job are properly 
recognized. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 18.8 
Agree 49.6 
Disagree 25.9 
Strongly disagree 5.7 
Total 100.0 
Teachers can do a poor job and nothing is done 
about it. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 18.5 
Agree 32.2 
Disagree 37.9 
Strongly disagree 11.5 
Total 100.0 
 
Using the A, B, C, D, and F scale again, what grade 
would you give the school your oldest child 
attends? 






Don’t know 5.1 
Total 100.0 
 
First, think about ongoing subject-based 
classroom tests …  
These tests produce unnecessary child stress. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 15.0 
Agree 25.6 
Disagree 47.3 
Strongly disagree 9.5 
Don’t know 2.6 
Total 100.0 
These tests help individual students learn. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 9.6 
Agree 46.4 
Disagree 27.0 
Strongly disagree 14.3 
Don’t know 2.7 
Total 100.0 
These tests promote better school achievement. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 9.9 
Agree 47.2 
Disagree 28.2 
Strongly disagree 10.9 
Don’t know 3.9 
Total 100.0 
These tests help the principal evaluate teachers. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 4.6 
Agree 27.5 
Disagree 39.2 
Strongly disagree 19.5 
Don’t know 9.1 
Total 100.0 
 
Next think about state achievement tests in South 
Carolina … 
These tests produce unnecessary child stress. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 33.4 
Agree 37.3 
Disagree 23.1 
Strongly disagree 3.3 
Don’t know 2.9 
Total 100.0 
These tests help individual students learn. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 2.8 
Agree 17.0 
Disagree 47.3 
Strongly disagree 29.7 
Don’t know 3.1 
Total 100.0 
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These tests promote better school achievement. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 3.5 
Agree 27.2 
Disagree 42.0 
Strongly disagree 23.0 
Don’t know 4.3 
Total 100.0 
These tests help the principal evaluate teachers. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 4.2 
Agree 23.9 
Disagree 39.3 
Strongly disagree 25.5 
Don’t know 7.1 
Total 100.0 
 
Finally, think about college admissions tests such 
as SAT/ACT.  
These tests produce unnecessary child stress. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 23.0 
Agree 35.5 
Disagree 32.5 
Strongly disagree 4.5 
Don’t know 4.5 
Total 100.0 
These tests help individual students learn. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 3.2 
Agree 21.2 
Disagree 51.2 
Strongly disagree 19.3 
Don’t know 5.1 
Total 100.0 
These tests promote better school achievement. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 4.0 
Agree 30.0 
Disagree 43.7 
Strongly disagree 16.2 
Don’t know 6.2 
Total 100.0 
These tests help the principal evaluate teachers. 
 Valid Percent 
Strongly agree 2.4 
Agree 13.0 
Disagree 48.1 
Strongly disagree 26.5 




Which of these age groups do you belong to? 
 Valid Percent 
18 - 24 years old 3.2 
25 - 34 years old 19.1 
35 - 44  years old 28.1 
45 - 54  years old 27.9 
55 - 64  years old 19.4 
65  years old or older 2.4 
Total 100.0 
  
What is the highest level of education you have 
completed? 
 Valid Percent 
Less than a high school degree .1 
High school degree or GED 2.5 
Some college or technical school (no 
degree) 7.5 
Associates degree or technical degree 6.3 
Bachelor's degree 28.0 
Master's degree /professional degree (law, 
MBA) 50.6 
Doctoral degree (including MD) 4.9 
Total 100.0 
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Which grades students do you directly work with? 
[Educator only] 
 Percent 
None, do not work directly with students 6.1 
Pre-kindergarten 8.0 
Kindergarten 14.5 
1st - 3rd grade 24.5 
4th - 5th grade 19.6 
6th - 8th grade 18.9 
9th - 12th grade 17.5 
Note: Does not sum to 100% due to multiple-option 
responses.  
 
With which instructional subject(s) are you 




Social studies 26.5 
English/language arts 35.1 
Other academic subject (e.g., foreign 
languages) 7.8 
Other non-academic subject (e.g., P.E.) 17.4 
Note: Does not sum to 100% due to multiple-option 
responses.  
What type of school do you primarily work in? 
[Educator only] 
 Valid Percent 
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Discussions of skill requirements often focus on 
skills employees lack… 
Inadequate reading and writing skills. 
 Valid Percent 
Critical issue 58.4 
Fairly serious issue 31.9 
Minor issue 6.2 
Not an issue 3.1 
Don't know .4 
Total 100.0 




Fairly serious issue 43.0
Minor issue 18.9
Not an issue 3.9
Don't know .4
Total 100.0




Fairly serious issue 29.8
Minor issue 5.3
Not an issue 1.3
Don't know .4
Total 100.0




Fairly serious issue 39.3
Minor issue 11.4
Not an issue 3.5
Don't know .9
Total 100.0




Fairly serious issue 38.6
Minor issue 26.3
Not an issue 4.8
Don't know 1.8
Total 100.0




Fairly serious issue 24.9
Minor issue 4.8
Not an issue 3.9
Total 100.0




Fairly serious issue 37.3
Minor issue 10.5
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Organizational demographics: 
Which of the following best describes your 








Transportation and Warehousing 1.5
Information Services and Technology 4.9
Banking, Finance and Insurance 5.4
Real Estate, Rental and Leasing 8.3
Professional and Technical Services 27.3
Healthcare and Social Assistance 12.7
Hotel, Entertainment and Food 
Services 
4.4
Other Manufacturing, Trade or Service 16.6
Total 100.0
 
What is the approximate, average number of 




0 - 20 employees 39.0
21 - 50 employees 15.5
51 - 100 employees 12.5
101 - 500 employees 16.0
501 - 1000 employees 4.0
1001 - 10,000 employees 5.5


















Other country 5.8 
Total 100.0 
 
Please indicate your approximate total revenue in 
the most recent fiscal year. 
 Valid 
 Percent 
$0 - $10 million 55.0 
$10 million - $50 million 15.9 
$50 million - $250 
million 
5.8 
$250 million - $1 billion 1.1 
Over $1 billion 4.8 




In your opinion, on a scale from 1 to 7 where 1 is 
expansion, 4 is no effect, and 7 means reduction in 
employment, which of the following would affect 
your business …  
Availability of semi-skilled production employees 
 Valid Percent 
Expand employment 1 8.2 
2 12.8 
3 14.2 
No effect 4 55.7 
5 4.6 
6 2.3 
Reduce employment 7 2.3 
Total 100.0 
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Availability of skilled production workers 
 Valid Percent 
Expand employment 1 13.7 
2 16.9 
3 11.4 
No effect 4 51.1 
5 4.1 
6 1.8 
Reduce employment 7 .9 
Total 100.0 
 
Availability of highly skilled science/engineering 
employees 
 Valid Percent 
Expand employment 1 15.2 
2 13.9 
3 13.5 
No effect 4 52.0 
5 3.6 
6 1.3 
Reduce employment 7 .4 
Total 100.0 
 
Availability of highly skilled management 
employees 
 Valid Percent 
Expand employment 1 24.2 
2 33.2 
3 16.6 
No effect 4 19.7 
5 4.0 
6 1.8 
Reduce employment 7 .4 
Total 100.0 
 
Availability of training and education for your 
employees 
 Valid  Percent 
Expand employment 1 32.6 
2 32.6 
3 15.2 
No effect 4 15.6 
5 1.8 
6 2.2 
Reduce employment 7 0 
Total 100.0 
 
Ability to retain existing workforce 
 Valid Percent 
Expand employment 1 32.9 
2 28.3 
3 13.2 
No effect 4 19.2 
5 3.7 
6 2.3 
Reduce employment 7 .5 
Total 100.0 
 
Anticipated retirement/attrition of existing 
workforce 
 Valid Percent 
Expand employment 1 15.8 
2 19.5 
3 15.8 
No effect 4 35.7 
5 5.4 
6 3.6 
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Think about your organization's workforce needs.   









































































Consider the following set of skills for students 
leaving school in the 21st century …   




Very important 29.5 
Important 10.7 
Total 100.0 
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Very important 29.1 
Important 9.0 
Not very important .4 
Total 100.0 




Very important 32.3 
Important 7.7 






Very important 34.6 
Important 33.3 
Not very important 6.0 
Don't know .4 
Total 100.0 
Music and art skills 
 Valid  Percent 
Critical 3.8 
Very important 26.0 
Important 43.8 
Not very important 23.0 






Very important 43.8 
Important 21.3 
Not very important 3.0 
Not at all important 1.3 
Total 100.0 




Very important 23.6 
Important 4.6 
Not at all important .4 
Total 100.0 




Very important 24.3 
Important 46.0 
Not very important 17.4 
Not at all important 2.1 
Total 100.0 
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Very important 44.1 
Important 23.3 
Not very important 1.7 
Not at all important .4 
Total 100.0 




Very important 41.9 
Important 7.6 
Not very important .4 
Not at all important .4 
Total 100.0 




Very important 45.1 
Important 16.5 
Not very important 1.3 




All in all, do you think the public schools in South 
Carolina are providing young people with the key 









Individual demographics. Which of these age 
groups do you belong to? 
 Valid 
Percent 
25 - 34 years old 12.0 
35 - 44 years old 24.0 
45 - 54 years old 33.7 
55 - 64 years old 26.4 
65 years old or older 3.8 
Total 100.0 
 




High school degree or GED 3.4
Some college or technical school (no degree) 11.3
Associate's degree or technical degree 12.3
Bachelor's degree 34.8
Master's degree / professional degree (law, 
MBA)
34.3
Doctoral degree (including MD) 3.9
Total 100.0
 





No, but previously have 41.0





Page 55 of 59 
v.2.0 June 3, 2009 
 
For students graduating in 2020, what would be 
acceptable High school graduation rates 
 Valid 
Percent 










Now think about the type of position where you 
have hired someone recently. What level of 




Less than a high school degree .5
A high school degree or GED 30.6
Some college or technical training 25.6
An Associate's degree 8.2
A Bachelor's degree 28.8
A graduate or professional degree 6.4
Total 100.0






Have heard of it, but not familiar 20.0
Never heard of it before 23.2
Total 100.0







Not very important 9.3
Not at all important 1.4
Don't know .5
Total 100.0
How important are the nine WorkKeys skills:  2) 






Not very important 10.2
Not at all important 2.3
Don't know .9
Total 100.0
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Not very important 12.5
Not at all important 2.8
Don't know .5
Total 100.0







Not very important .5
Not at all important 0
Don't know .5
Total 100.0







Not very important 2.8
Not at all important .9
Don't know .5
Total 100.0







Not very important .9
Not at all important 0
Don't know .5
Total 100.0
How important are the nine WorkKeys skills:  7) 






Not very important .9
Not at all important 0
Don't know .5
Total 100.0







Not very important .5
Not at all important .5
Don't know .5
Total 100.0
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Not very important 3.7
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2007 PACT ELA % Proficient or Advanced By Demographic Group and





























Af.-American Free/Reduced 38.3 27.2 20.8 16.7 10.4
Af.-American Pay 56.2 43.2 37.8 29.5 21.5
Hispanic Free/Reduced 42.1 32.3 26.1 20 15.6
Hispanic Pay 63.1 52.8 36.1 30.5 11.7
Other Free/ Reduced 48.2 50.1 38.1 27.4 24
Other Pay 78.4 67.2 57 50 28.2
White Free/Reduced 57.1 43.6 34.4 26.6 17.7
White Pay 79 65.8 54.4 42.3 25.6
Excellent Good Average Below Average Unsatisfactory
Other = Asian, Pacific Islander, or Native American
 
Figure 8
2007 PACT Math % Proficient or Advanced By Demographic Group and






























Af.-American Free/Reduced 27.7 18.7 15.5 13.1 7.9
Af.-American Pay 44.9 33.2 29.5 23 15.7
Hispanic Free/Reduced 42.8 31.1 24.8 22.3 14.6
Hispanic Pay 67 49.9 32.5 28.5 13.7
Other Free/ Reduced 49.8 41.1 39.8 29.7 20.9
Other Pay 77.5 65 52.4 44.6 31.8
White Free/Reduced 48.6 38.5 31.7 24.5 17.3
White Pay 74.3 60 50.7 40.2 24.2
Excellent Good Average Below Average Unsatisfactory
Other = Asian, Pacific Islander, or Native American
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